
Band Together NC Responds to Katrina and Ophelia with September 25 Music Festival 

Local bands unite to raise funds for Food Bank of Central & Eastern NC’s Hurricane Relief Operations  

RALEIGH, N.C. (September 16, 2005) – Band Together, a non-profit organization that raises funds and awareness for local, nati onal and international charities through events that showcase and support musical talent, has organized a Hurricane Disaster Relief Show benefiting those impacted by Katrina and Ophelia. The event will be held Sunday, September 25 at Raleigh’s Lincoln Theatre. All proceeds will go to The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina with all funds designated for Hurricane Relief.  Band Together contacted local musicians who rallied to put together an impressive 14 band line-up for the nine hour music festival set to be held both inside, and outside the venue starting at 2 pm and ending at 11pm. 

Nationally renowned Raleigh musician Caitlin Cary is largely responsible for the line-up of local music for the event.  According to Cary, her rallying cry to musician friends came out of a feeling of connection to the Gulf Coast region and its people, “I spent two and a half days listening to NPR crying, thinking about New Orleans under water, thinking about unimaginable suffering, hearing men and women sob and beg for help from the government, from their neighbors, from anyone.  Most musicians can’t write fat checks to charities, but we can band together and we can make music and we can raise money. I love living in North Carolina within a community of musicians who are, almost without fail, tireless, generous, and at the ready when it’s time to help.  So I turned off the radio, sat down at the computer and started calling on my friends. Just as I’d imagined, they were at the ready. Here is a lineup that represents 25 years of local music—the best around.”

Performers confirmed to play the music festival include: Chip Robinson and the Anti Carpetbaggers League, Six String Drag, Arrogance, Tres Chicas, Patty Hurst Shifter, The Cartridge Family, The Woods, $2 Pistols, Hobex, Rob Watson, The Greatest Hits, Los Pelones, Watershed andThe Bleeding Hearts.

Band Together's Shellie Sierra Gruber explains how personal ties also resulted in a call to action,  “As a Loyola alumni, I wanted to be there and help, but being pregnant I knew I couldn't go. I felt helpless, and I just wanted to do something. I went and helped Tsunami victims in Thailand and now I could do nothing for my friends and neighbors in the gulf coast. My answer was Band Together -- a group whose impact has been so rewarding for every relief event we have done, just by banding together to respond, rebuild, and assist with relocation efforts, will help restore some of what has been lost.”

Tickets can be purchased at the venue, as well as online at http://lincolntheatre.com. Tickets will be $17 in advance and $20 at the door. All proceeds will go to the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina (http://www.foodbanknc.org) who distributes food to hurricane victims as well as evacuees displaced in the Triangle. Every dollar raised will help distribute ten dollars worth of donated food.  Founded in 1980, the Food Bank serves 400,000 people at risk of hunger through 883 partner agencies in 34 counties of North Carolina, and distributed 31 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2004-05.  

About Band Together

Band Together is a 501c3 organization committed to raising awareness and funds for local, national and international non-profit organizations. To date, Band Together has successfully provided its unique style of support to Special Olympics North Carolina, Operation Smile, victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks, Stop Hunger Now for Tsunami Relief and the Music Maker Relief Foundation.  In total, the organization has raised more than $325,000 for these charitable organizations.  

Media Contacts

Please contact us to arrange interviews with the artists, organizers and volunteers who have been displaced by Katrina and for band photos and more information on Band Together.

Melissa Adams, PressGang Media Group & Band Together  919.225.0289 / mel@pressgangrocks.com

Lindsey Graham, Food Bank of Central & Eastern NC  919-875-0707 / lgraham@foodbankcenc.org

For information on sponsorships, donations and about this event, please visit http://www.bandtogethernc.org.


