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May 25, 2006

LOCAL AGENCY SETS HIGH STANDARD

Rockingham Program Wins Two Awards

Raleigh, NC – The Parental Involvement and the Physical Activity Kids Cafe Awards were both presented to the Richmond County Enrichment Corporation on Thursday, May 18 during the First Annual Standard of Excellence Awards Celebration for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Kids Cafe Programs. The Agency Services & Programs (ASAP) Department of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina hosted the event at Chef Mario’s Inc. in Raleigh. 
The Richmond County Enrichment Corporation was awarded $1,000 for each category and a trophy.
“Living in a small town, we don’t get the chance to venture into programs like this very often,” said Executive Director, Gracie D. Ingram.  The Richmond County Enrichment Corporation, located at 809 Armstead St. in the town of Rockingham, is an after-school program that focuses primarily on developing “positive attitudes toward active and healthy lifestyles” and whose goal is “to provide information forming healthy habits now to help prevent long-term health problems in the future.”   The hours of operation are Monday – Thursday, 2:35 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. and phone number is 910-997-3316.
The Physical Activity Award recognizes the Kids Cafe program that has incorporated physical activity into the program operation by utilizing the Active Steps Youth Program as a central component of the physical activity curriculum and that promotes physical activity that leads to increased recognition of the importance of physical activity both during and outside normal program operation. The Richmond County Enrichment Corporation Kids Cafe program has access to a ten acre park with a gym, two recreational fields, a 5 tenths of a mile track and a swimming pool. The facilities allow the program to sponsor soccer, basketball, softball and flag football games during the year and for up to 200 youth during the summer.
-more-

The Parental Involvement Award rewards the Kids Cafe program that incorporates parental involvement in program operation in addition to incorporating parental involvement in their child’s education through dynamic and engaging parent workshops, training, etc. or by contributing to the quarterly Kids Cafe newsletter geared toward parental involvement. The Richmond County Enrichment Corporation Kids Cafe program conducts workshops that instruct parents in being good listeners and role models. Parents participate in playing “What If” and “Help Out”, games that through the parent, ultimately help the child to be aware of dangerous situations and get parents involved in planning and executing youth projects.
The Standards of Excellence Awards Celebration honors and rewards Kids Cafe partner agencies that have excelled in the core components and that have achieved distinction with the operation of their program. The Kids Cafe program is one of the nation’s largest charitable meal service programs, providing free and prepared food and nutrition education to children. The Food Bank’s programs are sponsored by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina. 
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina currently supports 16 Kids Cafe programs at 17 sites in the following counties: Wake, Duplin, Moore, Durham, Richmond, Wilson, Halifax, Pitt, Craven Vance, New Hanover, Lenoir and Columbus Counties. From July 2005 through April 2006, the Food Bank’s programs have served over 66,000 meals and received over 8,800 hours of volunteer support while supporting 802 children per week. 

Other award recipients were:

Nutrition Education – YMCA of the Triangle – Lakewood YMCA in Durham, NC

Community-Based – Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club in Wilson, NC
For additional information on the Kids Cafe program, contact J. Caprice Brown, Outreach, Evaluations & Programs Manager, at 919-875-0707.

###

About the Kids Cafe Program

The Kids Cafe program is one of the nation’s largest charitable meal service programs, providing free and prepared food and nutrition education to hungry children. It is a comprehensive approach to ending childhood hunger through after-school programs - initiated by America’s Second Harvest - The Nation’s Food Bank Network and administered locally by the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina for children ages 15 and under. The Food Bank’s programs are presented in collaboration with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina. One of the primary strengths to the program is its flexibility. The primary reason for this approach is that poverty and hunger manifests differently in different communities thus requiring a community based approach to solving the childhood hunger dilemma.
About the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves over 880 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. More than 400,000 people are at risk of hunger in the FBCENC service area. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 97 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of seven America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 31 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2004-05. For more information, go to www.foodbankcenc.org or call 919-875-0707.
