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Heart of Carolina Food Drive has record year
Largest Goal of 750,000 Pounds Exceeded
RALEIGH—  Corporate and media sponsors for the 20th Annual Heart of Carolina Food Drive, sponsored by ABC 11 Eyewitness News, placed a call to action for the 22-county viewing area and the community response was deafening.   On Wednesday, December 6, as the food drive came to a close late in the evening, the food and funds donated by our generous public in the Triangle totaled 767,325 pounds and an entire 53 foot tractor trailer had been filled in Fayetteville.  The Heart of Carolina Food Drive benefits the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina and the Second Harvest Food Bank of Southeast North Carolina in Fayetteville with corporate sponsors this year from DataFlux, Kroger, GlaxoSmithKline, Embarq, Genworth Financial, and IBM. 
Print media sponsors The News & Observer in Raleigh, The Herald-Sun in Durham, The Pilot  in Southern Pines, and The Daily Reflector in Greenville inserted Heart of Carolina grocery bags into their papers during “kick off” weekend in November to be filled with nonperishable food items and dropped off during the two and half week campaign. Several Curtis Media stations ran PSAs throughout the food drive. Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina branches in Durham, Greenville, Raleigh and Sandhills along with area Kroger stores and TradeWilco Hess stores in Greenville were designated drop off locations.  
The Heart of Carolina Food Drive culminated on “drive-thru” day. Viewers were able to drive up in their vehicles anytime between 5:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to make nonperishable food and monetary donations at five locations:  The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina on Tarheel Drive in Raleigh, Kroger at Creedmoor and Strickland Roads in Raleigh, Kroger at Maynard and High House Roads in Cary, Kroger on Hillsborough Road in Durham, and Highland Shopping Center on Raeford Road in Fayetteville.  More than 50 volunteers staffed the sites from sun up to well past sun down.

Throughout the day, ABC 11 Eyewitness News aired live reports every half-hour from all five locations.  The 2006 Students Against Hunger Winners in the High School Division, Sanderson High School, was one of the earliest live interviews at 5:30 a.m.  Sanderson raised over 6,000 pounds of food and over $30,000 and Genworth Financial, a first time Heart of Carolina corporate sponsor, made the last live interview at 7:27 p.m. Other notable guests throughout the day were: representatives from corporate and media sponsors, city leaders from Durham and Raleigh, the Food Bank Employee of the Year, and a myriad of individual, civic and community organizations. 
-more-

“In a time when tough financial decisions have to be made in order to make ends meet by more than 400,000 individuals at risk in our 34 county service area, to see the overwhelming community support of neighbor helping neighbor in such a huge way, more than 767,000 pounds, is humbling,” said Jane Cox, President & CEO of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina. “Thank you for your generosity.”
Last year’s goal of 500,000 pounds saw a significant increase to 750,000 pounds for the 2006 campaign in direct response to a sharp increase in the number of people at risk of hunger, as reflected in recent reports on hunger in North Carolina in which the USDA saw an increase to 13.2 percent of North Carolinians at risk this year, up from 12.3 percent. There are more than 35 million people at risk of hunger in this country. 
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina distributes food to 34 counties where more than 400,000 individuals are at risk of hunger.

Almost half of those at risk of hunger in the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina’s service area are children and the elderly with 38% being the working poor.

# # #

About the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a nonprofit organization that provides food for people who are hungry in 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. The Food Bank serves a network of more than 890 partner agencies offering soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and programs for children and adults. In fiscal year 2005 - 2006, the Food Bank distributed more than 31.4 million pounds of food and non-food essentials to these agencies. Sadly, hunger remains a serious problem in central and eastern North Carolina. In these counties, more than 400,000 struggle each day to provide enough food for their families. www.foodbankcenc.org 







