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NC State University Hosts Toy Drive For Food Bank

Raleigh, NC - North Carolina State University hosted a toy drive on Saturday, December 16 to benefit the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina's Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Kids Cafe Program. Members of the University's football, track, swim and gymnastics teams graciously accepted toys from guests as admission into the Wolfpack's game against Mount St. Mary's, which N.C. State won 80 - 65. The annual toy drive is coordinated by the University's Athletics Department.

As a result of the highly successful drive, 325 Kids Cafe participants at the following sites will have a Happy Holiday: Homework Haven, Wake County; Beulaville Youth Center, Duplin County; YMCA of the Triangle - Lakewood Facility, Durham County; River of Life Child Development Center, Lenoir County; Farmers Union CDC, Columbus County; and Bridge Builders, Scotland County.  In addition to the toys that were donated, several fans who wanted to support the drive, but didn't have a toy, donated cash to purchase additional toys. One fan stated the drive was a win-win situation not only because he would get to see his favorite team play, but also because he was able to spread a little holiday cheer.
-more-
The Food Bank's Kids Cafe program is one of the nation's largest charitable meal service programs, providing free and prepared food and nutrition education to children at risk of hunger through after-school programs. The Food Bank currently supports 20 programs in 18 counties with plans to expand the program to each county in the Food Bank's 34-county service area. For fiscal year 2005-06, the Kids Cafe program served over 43,050 meals to 800 children and volunteers donated over 10,000 hours of service to the program.
For additional information on the Kids Cafe program, contact J. Caprice Brown, Outreach, Evaluations & Programs Manager, 919-865-3037. 
###

About the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a nonprofit organization that provides food for people who are hungry in 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. The Food Bank serves a network of more than 890 partner agencies offering soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and programs for children and adults. In fiscal year 2006, the Food Bank distributed more than 31.4 million pounds of food and non-food essentials to these agencies. Sadly, hunger remains a serious problem in central and eastern North Carolina. In these counties, more than 400,000 struggle each day to provide enough food for their families. www.foodbankcenc.org
About the Kids Cafe Program

The Kids Cafe program is one of the nation’s largest charitable meal service programs, providing free and prepared food and nutrition education to hungry children. It is a comprehensive approach to ending childhood hunger through after-school programs - initiated by America’s Second Harvest - The Nation’s Food Bank Network and administered locally by the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina for children ages 15 and under. The Food Bank’s programs are presented in collaboration with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina. One of the primary strengths to the program is its flexibility. The primary reason for this approach is that poverty and hunger manifests differently in different communities thus requiring a community based approach to solving the childhood hunger dilemma.
