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Food Bank Prepared for Hurricane Season

Raleigh— When forecasters warned of an active storm season and Governor Easley called for Hurricane Preparedness Week, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina was finalizing its 2005 Disaster Relief Plan.  Historically, the Food Bank reacts immediately to serve victims of floods and storms throughout the southeast without disrupting regular food distribution to 34 counties in North Carolina. 
“We are in a constant state of readiness,” said Peter Werbicki director of operations for the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina. “The more prepared we are for unforeseen circumstances, the better we can serve victims of a disaster and maintain optimal distribution to our network of partner agencies.”
The Food Bank works in coordination with other disaster relief organizations, such as the Red Cross and North Carolina Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (NCVOAD) to regularly assess available resources and update contact information in preparation for a natural disaster.  In the event of an emergency, the Food Bank serves as a conduit for soliciting, handling, storing, and distributing large quantities of donated food and essentials to agencies, shelters, and feeding sites.  Should disaster strike, the extent of relief services provided by the Food Bank varies with the scope of the disaster and available resources. 

For those interested in contributing to disaster relief efforts, the National Donations Steering Committee advises the following: 
· Monetary donations are the most effective, efficient way to aid those in need after a disaster.
· There are several organizations and voluntary agencies with considerable disaster relief experience and skills in many areas such as disaster needs assessment, disaster clean-up, mass feeding, mass shelter, first aid, crisis counseling, pastoral care, child-care, home repair, family casework, meeting "unmet needs" and many other areas. 
· When the public supports these organizations with financial contributions it helps ensure a steady flow of important services to the people in need after a disaster. Please see www.nvoad.org 
Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 879 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 31 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2004-05. 
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