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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

August 29, 2005

Raleigh—Historically, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina reacts immediately to serve victims of hurricanes and floods throughout the southeast without disrupting regular food distribution to 34 counties in North Carolina. America’s Second Harvest activated its Disaster Assistance Team in response to Hurricane Katrina, calling upon the Food Bank’s Logistics and Operations Department to work in tandem with Network Food Banks to constantly assess the availability of products to victims of this catastrophic storm. The Food Bank will receive donations to immediately assist those affected by Hurricane Katrina, as well as to restock shelves in preparation for future disaster relief. 
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina has distributed over 8 million pounds of non-perishable and other essentials to the victims of Hurricanes Andrew, Fran, Floyd, and Isabel, and is now, of course, prepared to ship these items to storm stricken areas as needed
For those interested in contributing to disaster relief efforts now and in the future, most needed items are:

· Paper goods

· Single serving snacks

· Cleaning supplies

· Peanut butter

· High-protein canned meals
· Other single serving meals that do not require refrigeration
Please bring donations to your local FBCENC branch (addresses listed below).

“We are in a constant state of readiness,” said Peter Werbicki director of operations for the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina. “And it should be noted that any product collected for immediate disaster relief will be strategically allocated according to America’s Second Harvest’s assessment of non-perishables considered necessary in affected areas. In effect, the more prepared we are for current and unforeseen circumstances, the better we can serve victims of a disaster and maintain optimal distribution to our network of partner agencies.”
The Food Bank works in coordination with other disaster relief organizations, such as the Red Cross and North Carolina Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (NCVOAD) to regularly assess available resources and update contact information in preparation for a natural disaster.  In the event of an emergency, the Food Bank serves as a conduit for soliciting, handling, storing, and distributing large quantities of donated food and essentials to agencies, shelters, and feeding sites.  Should disaster strike, the extent of relief services provided by the Food Bank varies with the scope of the disaster and available resources. 
Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 883 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting over 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 31 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2004-05. 

Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina at Raleigh
3808 Tarheel Drive

Raleigh, NC 27609
911.875.0707
Serving the community for 25 years

Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina at Durham
708 Gilbert Street

Durham, NC 27701

919.956.2513
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