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May 15, 2005
LETTER CARRIERS’ FOOD DRIVE COLLECTS OVER 325,000 POUNDS OF FOOD 

 IN ONE DAY

Raleigh, NC—On Saturday, May 13, the 14th Annual National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive (NALC) brought in over 325,000 pounds of non-perishable food donations for the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina— greatly exceeding last year’s total of 279,000 pounds. Strong community support around all five branch locations, in Durham, Raleigh, Sandhills, Greenville, and Wilmington, helped make this the largest single day food drive of the year.
“This is an extraordinary effort on behalf of the letter carriers who care about their neighbors and those who are hungry by taking action to really make a difference in the lives of people right here in our community, ” said Nancy Novell, Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina Special Events & Food Drive Coordinator.
The unselfish outpouring of time and energy from over 200 volunteers helped the food donations travel from the Post Office Stations to the Food Bank warehouses.  The volunteers spent Saturday afternoon, and evening, unloading the letter carriers’ vehicles and placing the food donations in large bins that were then transported by volunteer drivers from Teamsters Local 391 to the local Food Banks.  

As the summer months approach, the timing of the NALC Food Drive is especially critical. Students who are recipients of the subsidized food programs during the school year will not have access to this free food once the summer break begins in a few weeks. As a result, the 880 partner agencies served by the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina will see an increase in the number of children and families in need of their services during this period. The success of this year’s NALC Food Drive will make a huge difference in helping meet this need.
At this time of year, when community food donations to the Food Bank are the weakest and demand is the greatest, the NALC Food Drive helps ensure that food is available to those in need through the hot summer months. 
###

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves over 880 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. More than 400,000 people are at risk of hunger in the FBCENC service area. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 97 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of seven America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 31 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2004-05. 
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