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COLE FOUNDATION GRANTS FOOD BANK $45,000 FOR NEW TRUCK
Richmond County—A $45,000 grant from the Cole Foundation provides the Food Bank at Sandhills a new 12-foot refrigerated truck to be used for an innovative and critical program—Retail Recovery.

Retail Recovery picks up nearly 600,000 pounds annually of donated food from retail grocers, the majority of which is high-quality, protein-rich meat items.  This food that would otherwise go to waste is distributed to branches and partner agencies within 48 hours of its pickup by Food Bank trucks and drivers. The Sandhills region receives an estimated 170,000 pounds of this preferred product, and the addition of the new vehicle will increase the amount to a projected 240,000 pounds annually.  
The new truck will replace a 1987 van with almost 200,000 miles on it that picked up about 13,600 pounds of product per month from Food Lion stores.  With the added capacity of the refrigerated truck, the Food Bank at Sandhills will reach a greater number of more remote agencies.  

 “The acquisition of this truck immediately and significantly increases the capabilities of the Food Bank to better serve its partner agencies in Richmond County and the Sandhills region,” says Jane F. Cox, executive director of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina.  “The Cole Foundation has played a vital role in the growth and expansion of this Food Bank region, providing grants for sustaining its facilities, purchasing other vehicles, and most recently building a cold room that has allowed the branch at Sandhills to obtain and distribute thousands of pounds of refrigerated product and add vital nutritional services to its partner agencies,” Cox says.
The Food Bank at Sandhills serves a four-county region (Richmond, Moore, Lee, and Scotland) with a population of over 206,000 people.  Almost 40,000 people in this area live at or below the poverty level.  The Food Bank at Sandhills works with 107 partner agencies to distribute nutritious and high quality food.  During the six-year period from 1997-98 and 2003-04, the Food Bank at Sandhills experienced a growth of 375%, distributing almost 3.2 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2003-04. 
About the Cole Foundation and Foundation For The Carolinas

The Cole Foundation Endowment of Foundation For The Carolinas was established in 1965 by the late Elizabeth S. Cole and her brother, the late Robert L. Cole, both life-long residents of Richmond County.  Foundation For the Carolinas is a nonprofit organization that serves donors, communities and a broad range of charitable purposes in North and South Carolina.  With assets under management of $408 million, the Foundation encourages and makes possible philanthropic giving by individuals of all means to benefit their communities both now and in the future.
About the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 879 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. For every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 26.4 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2003-04. 
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