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25 YEARS, 200 MILLION POUNDS OF FOOD—FOOD BANK REACHES TWO MILESTONES

Raleigh—As of today, Thursday, June 23, 2005, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina has distributed 200 million pounds of food since 1980 and surpassed its goal of distributing 30 million pounds in a single year to 34 counties. Only five other food banks in the nation have reached this level of distribution, according to America’s Second Harvest Network Activity Report.
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina, founded in 1980 as the Community Food Bank, was the first food bank in North Carolina.  It was Bob Muller and his wife Shirley, one of the nation’s top fundraisers for CROP WALK, who were inspired by the concept of food banking and the services it could provide for the community.  Soon, others were involved and the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina, in recognition of the increasing problem of homelessness and hunger in downtown Raleigh and surrounding communities, provided start-up funds for the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina.  In 1984 the Food Bank gained affiliation with America’s Second Harvest. 

“The Food Bank's ability in service delivery is due to a generous and caring community; to operational, distribution, food acquisition and relationship excellence; and to large numbers of children, families, the working poor, and the elderly in need in the 34 counties we serve.   We knew we had a lot of work to do after Hurricane Floyd, when in 5 weeks we distributed almost as much food to the affected areas as we had in the prior year to all 34 counties,” said Jane F. Cox, executive director of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina.  “It is a wonderful feeling to look forward into the next few years and to know that the Food Bank and the greater community will continue to come up with innovative, efficient ways to harness and supply resources so that no one goes hungry.  We can do it -- together! ”
For detailed information on the Food Bank’s distribution or programs, contact Lindsey Graham, lgraham@foodbankcenc.org, 919.875.0707.

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 879 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk from hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 26.4 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2003-04.
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