Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

PRESS RELEASE
FOR MORE INFORMATION:


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Lindsey Graham (919) 875-0707 x245


March 3, 2005

Patricia Evans (919) 875-0707 x240

The Stewards Fund Awards Food Bank $100,000 Challenge Grant
Raleigh—As of Tuesday, March 1, 2005, a $100,000 challenge grant from the Stewards Fund will match individual gifts of $1,000 or more made to the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina.  The grant of $100,000 must be matched, dollar-for-dollar, by July 1, 2005.  
The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina—one of the fastest growing food banks in the nation—has a distribution goal of 30 millions pounds of food by 2006. Distributing more than 2 million meals each month, the Food Bank needs donations now more than ever.  With extended branches and improved infrastructure, thanks to the Breaking Bread Community Capital Campaign, the Food Bank is seeing even greater needs. 
“We are stretching to meet that need,” says Executive Director of the Food Bank Jane F. Cox.  “We have new trucks and added capacity, and increased funding will put those trucks on the road full of nutritious food and full tanks of gas.  With the Stewards Fund challenge grant, there has never been a better time to make your money work for those who face hunger.” 

The Stewards Fund, administered out of Raleigh, provides funding for organizations in the human services field.  In addition to this grant, contributions to the Food Bank are tax-deductible and companies often have additional matching gift programs.  

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 879 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk from hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 26.4 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2003-04. 
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