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19th Annual ABC 11 Eyewitness News Heart of Carolina Food Drive Kick Off

Raleigh—November 14, 2005 will kick off WTVD ABC 11 Eyewitness News 19th Annual Heart of Carolina Food Drive to benefit the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina and the Second Harvest Food Bank of Southeast North Carolina. With a goal of raising 500,000 pounds of food this year, the drive is a region-wide event that spans 22 counties and is sponsored by WTVD ABC 11 Eyewitness News, Kroger and GlaxoSmithKline.  

The campaign begins on Monday, November 14th and culminates with a “drive-thru” day on Wednesday, December 7th.  Food donations will be accepted at all Kroger stores, the Food Bank in Raleigh and the Food Bank in Fayetteville.  On “drive-thru” day, viewers will be able to drive up in their vehicles anytime between 5:00 am and 8:00 pm to make canned food donations at five locations:  The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina on Tarheel Drive in Raleigh, Kroger on Creedmoor Rd. in Raleigh, Kroger on NC Hwy 55 in Cary, Kroger on Hillsborough Rd. in Durham, and Highland Shopping Center on Raeford Rd. in Fayetteville.  Throughout the day, WTVD ABC 11 Eyewitness News will air live reports every half-hour from all five locations.  

Newspapers in several communities are sharing their resources to support the food drive.  The Durham Herald-Sun, the News & Observer, the Fayetteville Observer, the Greenville Daily Reflector, and the Southern Pines Pilot will insert grocery bags in the weekend editions of their papers during the 3rd weekend in November so that their readers can fill the bags with canned food goods for the Heart of Carolina Food Drive. And critical radio support comes from Curtis Media, informing millions of listeners in eastern North Carolina about regional hunger and this year’s Food Drive.

The food collected will help re-stock shelves of food bank and community kitchens across the Heart of Carolina whose resources run low this time of year.  “WTVD is proud of the past success of the Heart of Carolina Food Drive and is committed to helping thousands of our neighbors again through this effort,” said Bernie Prazenica, WTVD ABC 11’s President and General Manager. 

“As we enter the holiday season, over 400,000 people in our community are faced with unprecedented energy costs, job losses, and devastation from hurricanes.  Now more than ever, the Food Bank seeks the generous support of the community to assist an unconscionable number of neighbors in need,” said Jane Cox, Executive Director of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina.  

Initiated by WTVD ABC 11 in 1987, the Heart of Carolina Food Drive has continued to gain momentum with the support and assistance of community agencies throughout the 22-county viewing area.  Last year’s event raised more than 400,000 pounds of food that helped to feed the more than 400,000 people at risk of hunger in the 34 counties the Food Bank serves.
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