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FIRE VICTIMS IN DURHAM FIND RELIEF
Durham—From the Red Cross to the Food Bank at Durham, local agencies, churches, and individuals provide support after a fire at the Royal Oaks Apartments in Durham left 19 families homeless late Wednesday night.  Today, the Food Bank’s Durham Branch delivered a truckload of food to the 80 victims (many of whom are children) of the apartment fire.
Durham Food Bank staff distributed a small truckload of canned goods, sweet potatoes, bread and other items directly to the management office of the apartment complex this afternoon.  The Food Bank also provided families with agency contact information in English and Spanish in case they need future assistance from local partner agencies.

A Food Bank partner agency, New Day Community Services, expressed extreme concern for the individuals and families left homeless by the fire.  They are offering clothing and transitional housing, while a Food Bank employee is coordinating furniture donations for the families from his residence.
 “This is, of course, helping out with some of the immediate needs, but assistance in the future will be crucial as these families try to restore their lives,” says Julie Lawhorn, outreach coordinator of the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina at Durham. 

For more information on how to help or make donations, call Julie Lawhorn with the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina at (919) 956-2513 or Royal Oaks Apartments at (919) 489-1261.
 

Founded in 1980, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a private, not-for-profit organization, which serves 879 partner agencies throughout 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina. Out of every dollar donated to the Food Bank, 96 cents goes directly to food and food programs. One of eight America's Second Harvest affiliates in North Carolina, the Food Bank solicits, collects, stores, and distributes food to nonprofit agencies assisting almost 400,000 people at risk of hunger. With branches in Wilmington, Raleigh, Durham, Greenville, and the Sandhills, the Food Bank distributed more than 26.4 million pounds of food to those in need in fiscal year 2003-04. 
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