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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 6, 2005
North Carolina America’s Second Harvest Food Banks to Recognize 
Senator Basnight as 2005 Red Spoon Award Recipient 

Raleigh, N.C. – The North Carolina Association of America’s Second Harvest Members (NCAASHM) will honor State Sen. Marc Basnight with its Red Spoon Award in a ceremony at 11:00 a.m. in the Press Room of the North Carolina Legislative Building on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2005. 

.
Established in 2002, the Red Spoon Award is presented each year to government leaders or individuals who exhibit exemplary leadership and commitment to feeding hungry North Carolinians through the State Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  The program, which provides funding to the six North Carolina America’s Second Harvest Food Banks for the purchase of staple food items (such as beef stew, rice, beans, and peanut butter), helps supplement donations received by the food banks from the food industry and other sources.

“We are pleased to recognize Senator Basnight for his good work on behalf of the hungry,” said Clyde W. Fitzgerald, Jr., president of the NCAASHM.  “During his 11 terms of service to District 1, and in his leadership role as president pro tempore of the Senate, Sen. Basnight has exhibited a sincere commitment to helping feed the hungry, said Fitzgerald.  “Last year, he took the lead in getting SNAP Funds for Food Banks into the recurring budget, and he was instrumental in establishing, and continues to provide leadership for, an annual Legislative Food Drive that has been an Opening Day tradition since 1995. 
Acquiring donations of staple food items is a constant challenge for the six North Carolina America’s Second Harvest food banks.  Greater efficiency in the food industry, compounded by increased need resulting from persistent layoffs, downsizing and plant closings, has resulted in the growing significance of SNAP funds to these organizations.   

SNAP food purchases are distributed by the six North Carolina America’s Second Harvest food banks through their respective networks of partner agencies that provide emergency services, including rescue missions, soup kitchens, domestic violence shelters, emergency food pantries and homeless shelters.

Last month, Rep. Wilma Sherrill also was presented with a 2005 Red Spoon Award. Previous year’s recipients of the Red Spoon Award for SNAP include Fountain Odom, former Senator for Mecklenburg County, recognized in 2002; Beverly M. Earle, House Representative for Mecklenburg County, recognized in 2003; and Department of Health and Human Services Deputy Secretary, Lanier Cansler, recognized in 2004.
About the North Carolina Association of America’s Second Harvest Members (NCAASHA):

Member organizations of the NCAASHM include the six America’s Second Harvest food banks in North Carolina (Food Bank of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City, Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina in Raleigh, MANNA Food Bank in Asheville, Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina in Charlotte, Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina in Winston-Salem, Second Harvest Food Bank of Southeast North Carolina in Fayetteville) and the two America’s Second Harvest food rescue organizations in North Carolina (Community Food Rescue in Charlotte, Inter-Faith Food Shuttle in Raleigh).  In calendar year 2004, these organizations distributed a combined 62.5 million pounds of food with an estimated wholesale value of $93.7 million to a network of nearly 2,700 non-profit agencies and faith-based organizations that serve hungry people in our community.
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