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N.C. Food Banks Concerned by USDA Food Insecurity Report, Caution Against Food Stamps Cuts

RALEIGH, November 2, 2005— North Carolina has the ninth-highest rate of food insecurity in the nation, according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture report released Friday.  That same day the U.S. House of Representative’s Agriculture Committee voted to cut Food Stamp spending by $844 million. Clearly, these cuts will have a detrimental affect across the country and in North Carolina. 
 
Food insecurity is the compromised access to adequate food due to limited resources and constraining circumstances (i.e. money, transportation, having to choose between food, prescriptions or utility bills).  With a population of over 8 million, 15.2% of individuals and 21.2% of families with young children are at risk of hunger in North Carolina.
 

The North Carolina Association of America’s Second Harvest Members (NCAASHM) cautions that such political and economic variables as unprecedented program cuts amidst soaring energy costs would compound circumstances for an estimated 1.2 million North Carolinians at risk of hunger
 

The State’s Department of Health and Human Services reports that an average of 624,177 people received food stamps each month in 2003. And according to the U.S.D.A, 25.9% of food stamp recipients also use food pantries, accounting for 43.8% of all households that use food pantries.  So, hunger relief organizations can anticipate the strain that Federal cuts would place on services and the ability to meet increased demands.  
 

"Such statistics—the mounting numbers of families and individuals in need—are even more staggering when you realize that the U.S.D.A collected this data before  the dramatic increase in the price of gasoline caused by the recent devastating hurricanes and the loss of thousands of jobs across the entire state, covering a number of industries, which have placed even more North Carolina families at risk , ” said Clyde Fitzgerald, Chair, NCAASHM.  “As always, perhaps now more than ever, North Carolina’s food banks and food rescue organizations will continue to grow through community outreach and innovative programs in effort to keep pace with this need.”  
 

Federal and community food assistance programs function cooperatively to extend services to the 38 million Americans who struggle with food insecurity.  This is the fifth-straight annual rise in food insecurity for North Carolina and the nation.  And at this critical time, the NCAASHM promotes strengthening the relationship between Federal and community food assistance programs to effectively reach the food insecure and prevent hunger.
 “North Carolina needs an aggressive plan to help workers feed their families, obtain health insurance coverage and keep their homes while they transition out of manufacturing jobs and into the new economy. This is not their fault, and they need our help,” said Sorien K. Schmidt, legislative director of the NC Justice Center.
About the North Carolina Association of America’s Second Harvest Members (NCAASHM)
Member organizations of the NCAASHM include the seven America’s Second Harvest  affiliates  in North Carolina (Food Bank of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City,  MANNA Food Bank in Asheville,  Inter-Faith Food Shuttle in Raleigh, Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina in Charlotte, Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina in Winston-Salem, Second Harvest Food Bank of Southeast North Carolina in Fayetteville and Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina in Raleigh .  In calendar year 2004, these organizations distributed a combined 62.5 million pounds of food with an estimated wholesale value of $93.7 million to a network of nearly 2,700 non-profit agencies and faith-based organizations that serve hungry people in our community.
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